Ask the Doctor -- November 2011
Dr. Wanda Routier, WATG Board

Ask the Doctor about Educational Resources 
We are approaching a busy time of year with November and December coming quicker than most of us can believe. I’ve been asked many times for resources for the home and classroom to enrich learning for gifted children. 
This time of year tends to bring many opportunities to attend performances by symphonies, bands, theater troupes, choral ensembles, and many others. Take advantage of these special events to enrich your life and the lives of your children. In our on-screen technological world, a live performance may well be an unforgettable experience. Check out what is available in your local community.
A benefit of living in our digital age is the opportunity to travel and learn about places and topics just by accessing the web. In difficult economic times we do not have to forego visiting a place far away. We can click the mouse and enjoy a virtual trip. The following resources provide many different ways to enrich learning. I hope some of them are new to you.
The National Archives Experience
http://docsteach.org/ 
Great resource for using primary source documents. Site is sponsored by the National Archives in Washington, DC.
NASA Eyes on the Solar System
http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/eyes/
Follow the Juno mission to Jupiter.
Project Gutenberg
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
Free eBooks.
Virtual Middle School Library-Social Studies
http://www.sldirectory.com/teachf/socsci.html
Many links to resources for social studies.

Virtual Middle School Library-Resources for Teachers and Parents
http://www.sldirectory.com/teachf/teach2.html#edtech
More links to resources economic, educational technology, home economics, physical education and health.
Operation Respect
http://operationrespect.org/index.php
Resources about fostering respect rather than bullying, ridicule, and violence. Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul, and Mary fame is involved with this site.
Wordle
http://www.wordle.net/
Resource for creating your own wordles.
Diagramly
http://www.diagram.ly/
Draw your own diagrams or graphic organizers. 
Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL)
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
Provides assistance with writing and editing including APA and MLA format and style guides.
American Association for Gifted Children Duke University
http://www.aagc.org/
The oldest advocacy organization for gifted children, now a non-profit organization at Duke University.
National Society for the Gifted and Talented
http://www.nsgt.org/
A non-profit organization that promotes gifted children.
Gifted Related Web Sites
http://www.apa.org/ed/schools/gifted/websites.aspx
Links to education-related web sites listed by the American Psychological Association.
Gifted Education Web Sites
http://sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/GiftTalent/teachers.html
Sponsored by the Oklahoma State Department of Education.
Gifted in Wisconsin
www.giftedinwisconsin.com
Website listing resources about gifted children.
WI Association for Talented and Gifted
www.watg.org
Resources and other information regarding gifted children.


Ask the Doctor -- September 2011
Dr. Wanda Routier, WATG Board
The summer has flown by and we are heading toward another school year. What will this year bring? Is your child looking forward to a new grade level, a new teacher, perhaps new friends? Are you thinking about educating another teacher about the unique needs of your gifted child? This time of year is full of anticipation. Whether the classroom is a good fit or not, one thing is certain; gifted children need a safe place to be themselves, and this safe place is usually with their family at home. 
Family and home have many meanings. In our world today a family can be any number of people living together as one unit. A home has many meanings, too. As a military family who has moved around a lot and experienced many separations due to deployments, home to my family is wherever we are. To some people home may be a car, the street, or a shelter. Some families and children have several places to call home. Gifted children need a safe place to be themselves regardless of the makeup of their family or where their home is.
Here are some things to keep in mind to help gifted children be themselves at home. 
o Give your child your time. The child needs an adult to spend time with and talk to at their level who will not judge them.
o Allow your child to help problem solve.
o Encourage your child to take risks and try a new way of doing a task so if they fail, they have the support of family and the encouragement to try again.
o Support their creativity and unique way of viewing the world around them. Let their space be messy in the name of creativity.
o Openly and honestly discuss the hard questions gifted children ask, like their concern about world hunger.
o Accept and appreciate the asynchronous development of most gifted children. Try to remain calm and patient when you are talking about solving world hunger one minute and the next the child has a meltdown because they wanted something else for dinner.
o Most of all love your gifted child for who he/she is, even on the really hard days. 
Look to other parents of gifted children for support when you need it. Parents of gifted children need someone to talk to just like their children do. Unfortunately, most parents don’t understand what we talk about regarding our children. That is why it is important to find another parent with a child like yours. If you don’t know where to look, feel free to contact me or WATG and we will try to put you in contact with a person (parent, teacher, etc.) involved with gifted education in your area who may recommend someone local for you. If you hear about a SENG parent group starting up in your area, join them. This is a great place to meet others like you and discuss similar issues with other parents. Finally, don’t forget WATG’s Fall Conference in October where parents can network with each other and find support for themselves and their children. 
Have a great school year!

Ask the Doctor -- May 2011
Dr. Wanda Routier, WATG Board
The end of the school year is approaching and students (and teachers) are looking forward to summer days. Summer is a time that many gifted students look forward to all year because they are able to attend special programs with others like themselves. For many gifted students the summer experience keeps them going all year and they look forward to returning each summer.
Parents often ask me about summer programs for their children. This month I have included a very brief list of links that have information about summer programs for gifted students. This list is in no way all-inclusive. If your child has an interest in a specific area I recommend that you search the Internet for programs related to that interest if there is no information given in these links. The links I’ve provided are meant to be a starting point. If a program or school district you know about is not listed here, pursue the programs you know. Feel free to pass along links to me of programs not listed. I’m always looking for more information to share.
Many summer programs are enrolling now so don’t wait to review the list. Contact each program to see the enrollment and tuition requirements.
Have a great summer!
Dr. Wanda Routier
Wisconsin Listings

WATG List of Summer Programs
WI Center for Academically Talented Youth (WCATY)

Elmbrook School District, Summer Opportunities for Gifted Students (includes programs in and out of the district)

Madison Country Day School

McFarland School District, Summer Gifted Programs in WI for Middle Grades

Stevens Point Area Public School District, Summer Opportunities for Gifted Students (includes programs around the state and country)

University School of Milwaukee Summer I.D.E.A.S.

National Listings

Concordia Language Villages Summer Camps

EPGY Summer Institutes

Interlochen Arts Camp

Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth Summer Programs

Junior State of America (JSA) Summer Programs

NAGC (National Association of Gifted Children) List of Summer Programs for Gifted Children

Northwestern University Center for Talent Development Summer Programs

Summer Institute for the Gifted
Do you have a question on parenting or advocating for a gifted child? Send your questions to watg@watg.org and we might use yours in a future edition of Ask the Doctor.

